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HER FATAL CHOICE.

The Simple Story of a Loving-Hearted Girl
and Unrequited Sacrifice.

BY ADELINE SERGEANT.

Author of ** Jacobi's Wire," ** Under False Pretenses,” &, do.

Liz rmlnkwc‘ll. hy 'hn 1 war ina ndon shop, sy pnn lier llglllknh grandparents and
pays for hier broth ornu' mr. wit voung man ' 1s Edward 'rimrose, & dapper grocery
elerk, with a patront smw% Inln roquest Bhio saves onongh money to Py & cheap new
(rons, un 1 ll’fl!‘nliﬂ.n ts the churoh n‘hlih Edunr-!s iother attendes, In Jiopes of making s
RO lmror 1o in the old Indy's eyos, ﬁ' s the o iel tof disapproving glanros from s l
yartioular 5 dwnrllnmn her. ftor pervice, Mira l‘rl rose Is lond in her denunoiations ol
poor mirl, m fu dward that ho dpes nol drey that day for their rogilar Bune .y
uvunlun. ‘rimrose s trying to make mlnwu ler non and the dangbter of his cin-
ployor, Hrt?n Athinl. Edward gradually neg nul.l r and ecomparss her poverty to the md-
g:::ursml lunal wealthy union, He finds out trom Litzy how ler money goes to buy drink for
grandparon

** As long an you're with them they'll drag ** It's Dick or me," sa’'d Edward, more de-
you down," he gald, with infinite disgust, on | cidedly than ever,
one of the rare afternoons which he now ' Oh, Edward, you don't mean i1."
spent with Ligfy. The Bummer was melting | “*Yes, I do, I've been intending to say
away; it wns August and » bank holiday. | so this loog time. Twon't bave thet imp o'
The two had gone westward into Hyde Park, | mischief nbont my place, nor you giving him
largely populated on such days with weary. | miy money, Him or me, Liz. "
looking East Enders. Lizzy and Edward | Tho tears began to roll down Lizzy'a
Primnrose had found a little bench whioh they ' chiceks. Bhe oonld not plead ; she ouly
kept to themselves, Mr, Primrose was peat | looked at ber lover and wept, He was irri-
md spruce as usual, but bis countenance | tated by this form of protest.
bore an expression of deep dissatisfaction, I don't eee what there is to ory for. It
and Lizsy's face was flushed with noxiety sud | yon enre for mo, it's no groat losa to give up
fotizue, [ alittle brato 1ike that brother o' yours, If

"“They're tho only poople 1've got,” said | you don't eare for me encugh to do that, why. |

Lizxy, simply. D wo had botter sav good.by at onee. 1Y sure
** Aul yon hke 'em better than me, Isup- | I bave to give up thivgs for you. There's iy

pose " = wother, &% won't ke my marrbige;: aod
* Ob, no, Edward. " there's my prospects, 1 wight marry Miss
" You've got to choose  between us,' said | Atkius and be tukon in the business bt for

the young man decisivoly, ** L ean’t do with | you, Aund now you make o fuss about that

& ot of relatives like that bang ng on to you. | bov."

You must give them np—or mo, " ** Mother told me snlways to take carg of
Ldop't know how grauny will mansgo | him," murnnred Lirey.

without we," sald Ligry, ** bat of course 'l * You way buven few days 10 think over

do what yon want. T'll tell her not to como l i, snid Mr. Friwmrose, with an agreeabilo

wuigh me when Umowarelod ;@ vor geanid-  wense of Leivg megnanimeus, * Yo oo ler

fathnr poiiber, e Kuow ou Beooay, 1 on’'t go erying aml

C A e boy fuo mlded bier lover 1anu 1 wirking n foal of yorrsell Lere, Lit.  Shall
Ill'h' writativo h-lm. wao Linve somue g neer beor 7™

"Ml Loy ! Lizzy began to falter, " Dick! e b wot asipgle denbit an (o what Liz.

s 1o thit keeps bim, Hu can't work for | 2y decislon would be. ™ Why, it's scriptu.
inselt; o wust go to sehiool, and they wor't | ral,” be said to himsolf with usetiou, be-

only person who would really smffer in the
bargain would be the illustrious Edward
Primrose himself, He wen'd have lo give
up Miss Atkins and the prospect of a part.
nership. Waa this sacrifice to go for moth.
ing!

He was unpleasautly surprised whon Bun.
day cnwe to see that Lizzy's eyes wore red
and swollen, but that every line of her face
expressed an adverse decimon,

“[ can't do it,'" she burst ont, as soon as
Edward broached the subjeol; “*Iean’t give
‘emup. I can't give Dick up for any one. "

** Not evon for metr"

She shook her bead. ** Mother left him to
we. "Twonldu't be fair."

** Chooss, theu —him or me, "

“Ob, Edward, I must choose him," orled
poor Lizey, with a fresh buret of tears, which
nardened her compaunion's heart aguingt her,
because it was so noisy,

" Good.by, then,” be said, cartly. *'I
wis ready to make saerifices for yon, but you
wou't make pove for me, it seema. I'll not
keep you longer, Miss. 1 wish yon a very
good afterncon, Yon've made your choioe,

Ab! u fatal choice, indeed. for Lizzy and
ber hapluess!

Edward went home, and found his morher
entertnining Miss Atkiny, who accompanied
them to chapel in the evening. It was uat.
urpl that be shou!d walk home with Mise
Atkina; perbaps it was ostoral {hat he
should respond more warwly than usual to
hor advauces. At soy rate, before another

Sunday came round the whole congregation

| ot Zion Chapel weasagitated by the mows that

Susy Atkius was going 10 marry hor father's
uesistant, and that Mr. Atk ns was 10 take
lim wvery shorly ioto vpartwership. Sowme
wers jealous, somwe were indiguant st Ed-
ward Primrose's good fortuue: but most
people opiued that It was the rewsrd of
merit. and that Mrs, Pritarose wns Lappy in
possvasing such a sucoessful son,

Lizay did not bear of the wngagement for
some little time, Bhe wastold of it at last by
her brother, who eame home with the news

| from school one afte ruonn.

“Liz! Primross s going to marry old
Atkions's girl and set np shop with bim ! My
oye! What i the matter now, Liz? Are you
el TV

For Lizzy had leaued Fack iv ber cha'r and

| puietly ta'nted wway. Blhe wos i1l for sowe

time after that, nol with auy positive discase,
Iint iy quiet, uervelesa way, as of she had
not energy  enough  to develope decided

anything'for bim, 1 can't give up Dick." | sicles, it was for bor own advaptaga. The | syogtoms. Bhe vever spoke of Edwurd.

W'

KHE FYOUND ON THE STEPK THE BODY OF A YOUNG WOMAN IK FADED FINERY,

taken 100, pud died of follammten of the
langs Lsfore a week wans nver
Epriug bor goaudimothier ind o paralytic seiz
ure aud was coufinel henvelorwanl to Lher
And in the strain sud stress of atlend.
Lizzie's health bucnme so
broken that shie was alsmissed from the fac.
Aud yet there was the
guerdlons, fteeble old womnn (o be attended
to and a growing boy to be fed and elothed
IMick was inraing out s

marringo  ®oon
without n  word,
to the chapel and saw the wedding. and
took a litt'e posy of violels as her coutri.
buiion to the funtivitien. Hbe east it ot Busy'a
foet as the br.de eamwe out of the Luilding:
and Bosy, who was redder and jolier and
brisker lookwg than ever glanced curiously
whone hollow eyes
Blhoe eould not re.

ance wpon her

tory for incapaciiy.
pale, shabuy girl.
inet hein so patbhetically,
frain fraom giving her newly made Lusband s
Jerk with ber elbow,
" Who's that girl,
| ruthier tof andibly,
Edward torned nod Jooke | stesight
 Lleey's vallid faer.
s, delibormiely, as be belped his bride ino
the carriago at the chapel gate.

and kept at schiool,
elever l:ur and wonlid soou ho alide |
But in the uean thno

Whnt was stia
¢ managed  soineliow

Edward " she said,

T don't kpow, ™

The gravdmother Jived for tive loug, weary
diguity of pupil
he was petied hy the

Bhe went bome to find fresh trouble in | teacher in hia] school ;

Her graudfather wes suddenly | masters aud the clergymnn of the parinh | it

was said thot ha should be sent to tha Trlln.
ing College, and be made somes day the
master of o Foard School. Thers was ouly
one obntaclo in bis road to greatness; only
ove sumblivg block to be romoved. A
white-faced woman, rometimes with streaks
of artifielal red upon ber checks; some.
tines  with  features swollen and  oyes
hieared by lotem) erance— it was she who
tinng about the school and was jeered
ut Ly the children, and, na people said,
destroyed young Biackwell's tnfluence in the
p'ace. True, vhe bad Lrought hin up, nur.
tured b, eduested him ot her own expense,
yoor soul! Lut ber day was past—her aseful-
pess win orver. Sle bnd bheeowe n blight upon
Hichard Blackwell's budding prospects, as
well as o reandal to the neighborhood.

Young Blackwell, a flue strapping fellow
between sistoen and sevouteon, with a hard,
keen face and shrowd bleck evens, saw the dil.
fleulty mud prepared bhimself ouo eveniug to
remove i, 1lis sister found bim packing up
bis books and clothes, and asked him, tromu-
ously, where ho meant to go,

I mean." said Dick. standing and looking
at Ler, " 1o lenve thi place, Lie. Mr. Murray,
our hesd teanher, has promised to take o
{uto his housg and toach me, so that [ may fit
wyse!f to Lecome n Board Sobool teachor.™

“Why enn’t vou sty her and learnt I'd
nover iuterrapt you, " seld Lizey,

“lean't, Liz. ‘The fact iy, vou'ro a drag
upou we, You know what people suy—vou
know what your habits are, Now, I'm sorry
to have 1o say this, bul a8 long as you oon.

L duet vourself ns yon o now I can't bave
‘ uuuung ta o with you -anything to do with

von 1 mean. Yon uust just keep awsy from
mie i the future.  You're nothiog but s dis-
Fraco to me. A

I do whiatever vou want we to, Dick,"
erted Lia, ber oves dilating with sudden fear,
“ 1 never bo n- a—disgrace to you,  I—at-
Ling [ een—all for von."

* 1f von waut to lead m better life,’ sald

the amsto @ young trother, " the Vicar's wife |
ix rondy 10 Lolp you. Bhe kuows of vlaces !

where poople  women—nare taken io, thu.'t.
winlit to Le reforwed, ™

“f 1 go thore, will you luve me still, aud
come to see e, Dick 2 moaned Lizzie.

He shvok bis beul, ** No, 1T conldn't do
that, Laz, D wish von o well sid-—nnd sll thag,
bt sinee Py tovd onnt the sort ot L= you
loal, 'se mnde np wy mind I must give yon
up.  Mwon't do for s respeciable voung man
to Lo mizxed np with peopnle whio are—nof ru-

! |ip|'{:ll1lh'. Good.by, Lie"

| poor Lizay's life of sacrifice.

** Oh, Dick, Dick, yon won't give me
forevor? Mo that did everything for
when you wus a baby, aud toded and
nnd gave up my li'e for you when you
older! Wasn't it of no usa to you, Dick, that
you should cast me off now " . 4

But Dick refused to listen. *' It's no geod
crying, Liz," he said, “You go to the
Viear's wile. She'll tell you what todo. ‘I
promwed Mr. Murray I'd be rllhhhﬂl
Good-by, if 1 don't see you again!™ i

He was off, down the parrow,
#tuir, with & bundle in his hand and s
farewcll on his lips, withont a kise, without
one gentle word for the sister who had. as ‘?
said, given for bim ber very life and soul.

She sat in thy cold and dnrhu-lw
honr or more, and no one ever knew
passod through ber mind fn those lonely
ments. About 10 o'clock a fellow.
heard bor go downstairs and let herself
the street. A policeman noticed thad
staggerod as she moved along the pavement,
muttering to berself. And thers all trecs of
sotnal knowledge ends—with the ecloss d

For s the early Winter morning, whes
Mrs, Edward Pilmrose's waid came oul g
the trim house to clean the wieps, she
the body of a young woman 1o faded Anery,
with disordered hair, who lay face down-
ward at thoe vory door. Her screama
her master and mistress (0 hor assistanos
and with them hor master's mother, & wazels
fuced old lady with snowy bair.

“ Gall a policenian ! adocior! Feich some
braudy ! —but it.s no use, she's dead," sald
enerpotle  Mra, FEdward, ** Why, M
gractous, Ted! ivs the girl that threw the
violets at our wedding "

» [t's tho voung wownn who once came in
a pnk frookto the chapel. " said Mrs, Pﬂ.u-
roke, peeriug st the poor dead fmce. **Ne
better than she should be, 1 expect.

Aud Edward P+ rose did not speak. Bub
Lizzy's legacy to him and to ker brother was
just that one little apot of pain, that one
1aukling rewowberauce, which was uover t@
bo torgotten in youth or age, in woal or wos,
All prusperity wis hunceforth less sweel to
thew than it might Lave beeu, and in all ads
vepsity they Lore nvout a bitter couscious
news of putosbwent oF wroag; wo that Linale
wus perhaps, after all, avenged, snd in the
crowded churchyard, wheve sho slodps in &
phuper’a grave, hor gentle heart Is mow at

R [rax Exp.)



